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SOURCE: USCG–2004–17914, 78 FR 77975, Dec. 
24, 2013, unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 
§ 12.101 Purpose. 

(a) The purpose of this part is to pro-
vide— 

(1) A comprehensive and adequate 
means of determining and verifying the 
professional qualifications an applicant 
must possess to be eligible for certifi-
cation to serve on merchant vessels of 
the United States; and 

(2) A means of determining that an 
applicant is qualified to receive the en-
dorsement required by the Inter-
national Convention on Standards of 
Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as 
amended (the STCW Convention, or 
STCW). 

(b) The requirements applicable to 
approved and accepted training, train-
ing for a particular rating endorse-
ment, and training and assessment as-
sociated with meeting the standards of 
competence established by the STCW 
Convention have been moved to 46 CFR 
part 10, subpart D. 

§ 12.103 Incorporation by reference. 
(a) Certain material is incorporated 

by reference into this part with the ap-
proval of the Director of the Federal 
Register under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 
CFR part 51. To enforce any edition 
other than that specified in this sec-
tion, the Coast Guard must publish a 
notice of change in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER and the material must be avail-
able to the public. All approved mate-
rial is available for inspection at the 
Coast Guard, Office of Operating and 
Environmental Standards (CG–OES), 
2100 Second Street SW., Stop 7126, 
Washington, DC 20593–7126, and is avail-
able from the sources listed below. It is 
also available for inspection at the Na-
tional Archives and Records Adminis-
tration (NARA). For information on 
the availability of this material at 
NARA, call 202–741–6030 or go to http:// 
www.archives.gov/federallregister/ 
codeloflfederallregulations/ 
ibrllocations.html. 

(b) International Maritime Organiza-
tion (IMO), 4 Albert Embankment, 
London SE1 7SR, England: 

(1) The Seafarers’ Training, Certifi-
cation and Watchkeeping Code, as 
amended, 2011 (the STCW Code), incor-
poration by reference approved for 
§§ 12.601, 12.602, 12.603, 12.605, 12.607, 
12.609, 12.611, 12.613, 12.615, 12.617, 12.619, 
12.621, 12.623, 12.811, and 12.905. 

(2) [Reserved] 

§ 12.105 Paperwork approval. 

(a) This section lists the control 
numbers assigned by the Office of Man-
agement and Budget under the Paper-
work Reduction Act of 1980 (Pub. L. 96– 
511) for the reporting and record-
keeping requirements in this part. 

(b) The following control numbers 
have been assigned to the sections indi-
cated: 

(1) OMB 1625–0079—46 CFR 12.217 and 
12.301. 

(2) [Reserved] 

Subpart B—General Requirements 
for Rating Endorsements 

§ 12.201 General requirements for na-
tional and STCW rating endorse-
ments. 

(a) General. (1) An MMC issued to a 
deck or engineer officer will be en-
dorsed for all entry-level ratings and 
any other ratings for which they qual-
ify under this part. An applicant for 
any STCW endorsement must hold the 
appropriate national endorsement, un-
less otherwise specified. 

(2) The authorized holder of any valid 
rating endorsement may serve in any 
capacity in the staff department of a 
vessel, except in those capacities re-
quiring a staff officer; except that 
whenever the service includes the han-
dling of food, no person may be so em-
ployed unless his or her credential 
bears the food handler’s endorsement 
indicated by the notation ‘‘(F.H.)’’. 

(3) When an applicant meets the re-
quirements for certification set forth 
in this part, the Coast Guard will issue 
the appropriate endorsement. 

(b) Physical and medical requirements. 
The physical and medical requirements 
applicable to the endorsements in this 
subpart are found in 46 CFR part 10, 
subpart C. 
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